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The Never-ending Saga 

This graph illustrates the gross differences between 
the component life-cycle needs of commercial and 
military systems. Even though most commercial-quality 
components are available for several years, notable 
exceptions are those intended for PCs that may remain 
in the market for only 6 months.
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Increasing Sources Diminishing Sources

Government Requirements: 2–7 Years

Government Requirements: Up to 25 Years
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Sources: CMSMS Report 1991
and COTS Journal Research 

No Sources

Commercial
Requirements

Typical 6–12 Month
Life for PC Components

(such as processors or
graphic controllers)

Government
Requirements
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